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Career Entry Advice for International Students
- depending on German level and qualification -
We support you in looking for jobs.

We improve your job applications, including resumes,
photos, and cover letters.

If you speak German, | bring you together with
companies.

German B2, the best condition for an internship
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German language is necessary to work:

Only 0.73% of advertised positions are advertised in English and for academics
- with a downward trend.

This does not mean that these positions are exclusively filled by internationals.
As an academic, you need German-C1 (minimal B2) to find a suitable job.

Only for computer scientists or natural scientists are there occasional job offers
in English as the working language.
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German language is necessary to work:

At the university there are courses
(1-2 times a week) - free of charge.
Intensive courses at various schools - fee-based

Migrationszentrum, VHS, DAA, CSC, IB, Alpha, Tandem, Goethe Institut

| can advise you on this.

Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen


https://migrationszentrum-goettingen.wir-e.de/deutschkurse
https://vhs-goettingen.de/programm/kategorie/Deutschkurse/36
https://daa-son.de/unsere-standorte/daa-goettingen/
https://csc-schulung.de/
https://www.internationaler-bund.de/standort/206521/
https://www.alpha-zentrum.de/
https://sprachzentrum.de/
https://www.goethe.de/ins/de/de/ort/goe.html
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How can | improve my German?

During your studies:
- Lektorat Deutsch als Fremdsprache, DAF

- lIK-German courses, - Vialingua

Learn German online, free of charge on the VHS - learning
portal, various offers,
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https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/7710.html
https://www.iik-goettingen.de/kurse/ferienkurse/sommer-online-kurse/
https://vialingua-goe.de/en/home/
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What is the best way to start a career?

- It is best to learn German during your studies and
- do some internships.

- An internship can turn into a student job.

- A student job can turn into a job after graduation.
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Do | have a work permit?

Yes, all international and exchange Erasmus students

- for 140 full or 280 half days per year

- without application

- inform foreigners authority about a job

- approx. 20 hours per week (less is better for studying)
- EU citizens - free access to the labor market

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen
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Do | have a work permit?

- you can also apply from your home country
- Erasmus students, if you are studying in a third country,

are only allowed to do a 30-day holiday internship in Germany
without pay
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Work permit after graduation o | have a work permit?

- Residence application for employment, if suitable work

- If you do not have a job: Residence application for job search:
up to 18 months work of any kind possible

- after that only in a job that is qualified and suitably paid

- You can look for work in any German city

- Rooms/flats in big cities are very expensive

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen
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Where do | begin?

A good CV in German with photo is the most important thing.
Use the translation programme Deepl.

As a foreign student, it is helpful to have a particularly good CV
shows that you have an open personality & are socially minded.

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen 11


file://///ug-uzdv-fs/fl3-gi/Aufgaben/4.%20Incoming%20Office/4.4%20Integration%20und%20Inklusion/4.4.6%20Start%20Guide/Beratung,%20Vermittlung/Beratung%20Internationaler,%20Tipps/DeepL
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What information in the CV is important for an
application in Germany?

In addition to work experience (internships) and professional
training and schooling, social commitment is very important.

A membership in an association for sports, society, and/or
culture should be visible in your CV. (I can advise you on this)
The decision-maker wants to see that you are social, responsible,
and integrated well into society.

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen 12
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Why do | need a professional and social network?

-you should tell all your friends and colleagues about
your job search
-and ask around for ideas

- visit career fairs and talk to people there and
tell them about yourself and your search

This will give you very valuable information

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen
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Why do | need German contacts?

Around 30% of jobs are found through contacts, in smaller
companies as many as 50%.

Nevertheless, the following applies: 70% through your own
performance, 30% through relationships.

That means contacts are very important but you also have to be
good for the job!
Contacts & German friends can be found in German Clubs!

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen 18
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Where can | find work study,
junior jobs or an internship?

- on websites of suitable companies & research institutions,
such as the Max Planck Institutes

- Many companies do not place their offers on search engines.

- For internships - also apply on your own initiative.

- there is no organisation for internship placement

- internships not always paid for less than 3 months

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen
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https://www.mein-studium-karriere.de/jobs-stellenangebote/werkstudent/werkstudentenjob/
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Helper-Jobs in study training

- There are general & specific job exchanges
for example:
“Uni Gottingen Stellwerk”, jobs and internships for students

- enter 3 search terms there (also on LinkedIn)

Praxis Borse at the University of Gottingen on June 9 & 10, 2026

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen
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https://www.stellenwerk.de/goettingen
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Which words should | use to search in the job portals?

Google/ Ecosia: Enter the activity/ task that you would like For
example: data analysis, or research, biology, student job

Then you will see many offers come up and you will be able to
find relevant search terms: industries, divisions/departments,

companies, keywords, job names, technical terms.

You can continue your search using these terms.

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen 21



GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT - .
‘ - Gottingen International

Helper-Jobs in study training

plenty of jobs without job experience.

For example: working in gastronomy, in logistic, foodservice
(with your own bicycle), in the kitchen, in a bakery, cleaning,
and/or childcare and care of elderly people.

If you are looking for a job in gastronomy, its best to go straight
to the location and ask workers there directly.

Most kitchens are always looking for help,

also with little German.

Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen
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Where do | have a good chance of finding something?

Search directly on company websites, even in small towns of the
area.

For example:
Duderstadt, Einbeck, Northeim, Hann. Minden, Osterode

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen
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What is the most important thing in an application?

1. curriculum vitae

2. Certificates (University of Gottingen-Enrollment, Bachelor-
Transcript, references, certificates of work), max 6

3. application letter

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen 27
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How do | formulate a cover letter?

You should adapt your CV & cover letter to the advertised
position!

Please go into detail about each required activity in the job
description.

Write about why you are able to do each task and where you
have already applied the required skills .

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen 28
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Who can look over my cover letter and CV?

| would be happy to review your cover letter to see if it
is suitable for the advertised position.

If you want, | can contact the company where you are
applying.

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen
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How shall | submit the application?

application: cover letter, CV and max. 6 certificates (Flex Now of
university, transcript of bachelor, employment, recommendation
letters).

As a general rule, merge the cover letter, CV and certificates into
one PDF. The PDF should not exceed 2-5 MB in size.

If you include a German reference letter in the CV, it may help.
The email text should only be 2 -3 sentences long and your full
contact information should be under your name.

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen
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https://www.zeugnisprofi.com/ressourcen/ausbildungszeugnis-muster/
https://www.hrhelpboard.com/contract-letters/experience-certificate.htm
https://www.hrhelpboard.com/contract-letters/experience-certificate.htm
https://tools.pdf24.org/de/pdf-zusammenfuegen
https://tools.pdf24.org/de/pdf-zusammenfuegen
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For 18 months after graduation, you will have an
Aufenthaltserlaubnis zur Arbeitssuche
to look for work.

You have the option of obtaining a residence permit for up to 18
months from the city’s International Office

to search for a job.

During these 18 months, you may take up any kind of activity.

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen 31


https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/en/study-training/studies-in-germany/prospects-after
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/de/service/glossar/glossar/do/show/aufenthaltserlaubnis
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Have a bachelor's degree from your home country

recognized as a professional qualification

You can have a bachelor's degree from your home country
recognized by the KMK/ZAB. You will then be considered as a
"skilled worker" in Germany. If you can then present an
employment contract that matches your Bachelor's degree, you
can apply for a residence permit for gainful employment for
skilled workers at the Foreigners' Registration Office. In this way
you can switch from studying to gainful employment.

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen 32


https://www.kmk.org/zab/zeugnisbewertung.html
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What can | do if | want to discontinue my studies?

There are over 450 apprenticeships in Germany:
250 in industry and commerce, 130 in craft (Handwerk), 14 in
agriculture, gardening, 62 in healthcare

For a (3-year) apprenticeship, you need a German B2 language.
with an apprenticeship: guarantee of a job in Germany

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen 33


https://www.ihk-lehrstellenboerse.de/skillgroups/entry.html?submit=Suchen
https://www.ausbildung.de/berufe/themen/kaufmaennisch/
https://www.ausbildung.de/berufe/themen/handwerklich/
https://www.lwk-niedersachsen.de/index.cfm/portal/betriebumwelt/nav/2223/article/32039.html
https://www.ausbildung.de/berufe/themen/gesundheitswesen/
https://www.deutschland.de/de/topic/wirtschaft/deutschlands-gefragteste-jobs-diese-berufe-haben-die-besten-aussichten
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You have an interview for a job or an internship?

| would be happy to train with you for the standard questions

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen
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Do | have to pay taxes?

Yes, you need your tax ID (identification) number
for an employment contract.

You apply for it at the tax office in Gottingen.

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen
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Have fun with the research ©

Start Guide im Gottingen International, Uni Gottingen:

Annabel Konermann

Gottingen International

Von-Siebold-Stral3e 4

D-37075 Goéttingen
annabel.konermann@zvw.uni-goettingen.de

+49 (0)551 39 21277
www.uni-goettingen.de/international/startguide (fill out the form)

03.04.2025 Willkommensveranstaltung & Markt der Informationen

37



	Folie 1: Work in Germany Practical Tips
	Folie 2:   Career Entry Advice for International Students  - depending on German level and qualification -  We support you in looking for jobs.  We improve your job applications, including resumes,  photos, and cover letters.  If you speak German, I bring
	Folie 3: German language is necessary to work:  Only 0.73% of advertised positions are advertised in English and for academics - with a downward trend.   This does not mean that these positions are exclusively filled by internationals.  As an academic, yo
	Folie 4:    German language is necessary to work:   At the university there are courses  (1-2 times a week) - free of charge.  Intensive courses at various schools - fee-based  Migrationszentrum, VHS, DAA, CSC, IB, Alpha, Tandem, Goethe Institut  I can ad
	Folie 5: How can I improve my German?  During your studies: - Lektorat Deutsch als Fremdsprache, DAF  - IIK-German courses, - Vialingua  Learn German online, free of charge on the VHS - learning portal, various offers,            
	Folie 6: What is the best way to start a career?  - It is best to learn German during your studies and  - do some internships.   - An internship can turn into a student job.   - A student job can turn into a job after graduation.  
	Folie 7: Do I have a work permit?  Yes, all international and exchange Erasmus students  - for 140 full or 280 half days per year  - without application  - inform foreigners authority about a job  - approx. 20 hours per week (less is better for studying) 
	Folie 8: Do I have a work permit?  - you can also apply from your home country  - Erasmus students, if you are studying in a third country,     are only allowed to do a 30-day holiday internship in Germany      without pay 
	Folie 9: Work permit after graduation o I have a work permit?  - Residence application for employment, if suitable work   - If you do not have a job: Residence application for job search:        up to 18 months work of any kind possible - after that only 
	Folie 10:     
	Folie 11: Where do I begin?  A good CV in German with photo is the most important thing.  Use the translation programme DeepL.  As a foreign student, it is helpful to have a particularly good CV  shows that you have an open personality & are socially mind
	Folie 12: What information in the CV is important for an application in Germany?  In addition to work experience (internships) and professional training and schooling, social commitment is very important.  A membership in an association for sports, societ
	Folie 13
	Folie 14
	Folie 15
	Folie 16: Why do I need a professional and social network?  -you should tell all your friends and colleagues about your job search  -and ask around for ideas   - visit career fairs and talk to people there and   tell them about yourself and your search  T
	Folie 17:   
	Folie 18: Why do I need German contacts?  Around 30% of jobs are found through contacts, in smaller companies as many as 50%.   Nevertheless, the following applies: 70% through your own performance, 30% through relationships.   That means contacts are ver
	Folie 19: Where can I find work study,  junior jobs or an internship?  - on websites of suitable companies & research institutions,  such as the Max Planck Institutes - Many companies do not place their offers on search engines.  - For internships - also 
	Folie 20: Helper-Jobs in study training  - There are general & specific job exchanges   for example:  “Uni Göttingen Stellwerk”, jobs and internships for students   - enter 3 search terms there (also on LinkedIn)  Praxis Börse at the University of Götting
	Folie 21: Which words should I use to search in the job portals?  Google/ Ecosia: Enter the activity/ task that you would like For example: data analysis, or research, biology, student job   Then you will see many offers come up and you will be able to fi
	Folie 22: Helper-Jobs in study training plenty of jobs without job experience.  For example: working in gastronomy, in logistic, foodservice (with your own bicycle), in the kitchen, in a bakery, cleaning, and/or childcare and care of elderly people.   If 
	Folie 23:    
	Folie 24: Where do I have a good chance of finding something?  Search directly on company websites, even in small towns of the area.  For example:  Duderstadt, Einbeck, Northeim, Hann. Münden, Osterode      
	Folie 25:     
	Folie 26:     
	Folie 27: What is the most important thing in an application?  1. curriculum vitae  2. Certificates (University of Göttingen-Enrollment, Bachelor-Transcript, references, certificates of work), max 6  3. application letter
	Folie 28: How do I formulate a cover letter?  You should adapt your CV & cover letter to the advertised position!  Please go into detail about each required activity in the job description.  Write about why you are able to do each task and where you have 
	Folie 29: Who can look over my cover letter and CV?  I would be happy to review your cover letter to see if it is suitable for the advertised position.   If you want, I can contact the company where you are applying.     
	Folie 30: How shall I submit the application? application: cover letter, CV and max. 6 certificates (Flex Now of university, transcript of bachelor, employment, recommendation letters).  As a general rule, merge the cover letter, CV and certificates into 
	Folie 31: For 18 months after graduation, you will have an Aufenthaltserlaubnis zur Arbeitssuche  to look for work.   You have the option of obtaining a residence permit for up to 18 months from the city’s International Office  to search for a job.  Durin
	Folie 32: Have a bachelor's degree from your home country recognized as a professional qualification You can have a bachelor's degree from your home country recognized by the KMK/ZAB. You will then be considered as a "skilled worker" in Germany. If you ca
	Folie 33: What can I do if I want to discontinue my studies?  There are over 450 apprenticeships in Germany: 250 in industry and commerce, 130 in craft (Handwerk), 14  in agriculture, gardening, 62 in healthcare  For a (3-year) apprenticeship, you need a 
	Folie 34: You have an interview for a job or an internship?   I would be happy to train with you for the standard questions           
	Folie 35: Do I have to pay taxes?   Yes, you need your tax ID (identification) number  for an employment contract.   You apply for it at the tax office in Göttingen.           
	Folie 36:          
	Folie 37: Have fun with the research    Start Guide im Göttingen International, Uni Göttingen:   Annabel Konermann  Göttingen International  Von-Siebold-Straße 4  D-37075 Göttingen  annabel.konermann@zvw.uni-goettingen.de  +49 (0)551 39 21277  www.uni-go

